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A Word from the New Interim Pastor David Beckstrom 

Dear Friends and Saints of Good Shepherd, 

I look forward eagerly to my time 
with you!  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed those already met, and 
am excited about meeting new 
friends and partners in ministry.  In 
my first days and weeks, I will 
alternate ògetting inó to my new 
office home and giving attention to 
n e ce s s a r y  d e c i s i o ns  a n d 
conversations and preparations 
that are on the òfront burner.ó 

As your Interim Pastor, I look 
forward to our partnership in the 
next step of this congregation's 
future. Intentional Interim Ministry is 

a specialized ministry to and with congregations in a unique 
transition time, between long-term pastors. Interim Ministry is 
a ministry of Word and Sacrament, a ministry of Pastoral 
Care and Consulting, to provide continuity and consistency at 
a time of assessment and a bold next step into your future. 
Please count on me as your Pastor. I will be there for you in 
a variety of different ways. 

In this Interim time I will be home here at my new Church 
Home AND at home at my new home in Rochester 55902. I 
will take a Monday day off, with some sermon/preparation 
study time on Friday. I will be reachable at church or on a 
home or cell phone at all times. Please be welcome to leave 
messages at church or home also. Call me with any after-
hours emergencies, pressing situations, or questions. I will be 
very accessible, and will answer messages promptly. I 
always look forward to learning a new place and a new 
people. A short commute! Southeast Minnesota is home 
territory to me and I am certainly... Glad to be here! 

I come by commuting naturally. The C&NW double-decker 
commuter trains took a good portion of hometown Mt. 
Prospect, IL to Chicago each day. I graduated from Prospect 
High School in this northwest suburb in 1967. I then 
Graduated from Augustana (Rock Island) with a double 
major in Geography and Business Administration in 1971. I 
graduated from Luther Seminary in 1975, having done my 
internship at Woodlake in Richfield.  
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Our Fall Worship 
Services will 

celebrate the Gift of 
Godõs Creation! 

As Godõs children, we will 
gather in a whole-hearted 

experience of celebrating the mysteries and wonders of 
creation with God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. The Season 
of Creation follows the lead of the psalmists who 
encourage us to celebrate together with creationñwith 
the forest, the rivers, and the fields who praise the 
Creator in their own way.  We will celebrate Earth, the 
garden planet God has chosen as Godõs sanctuary, as 
our home and the creatures God has created on this blue 
green planet. As we celebrate, we are conscious of the 
crisis that creation faces and, especially, we celebrate 
Jesus Christ, whose death brings forgiveness for our sins 
against creation and whose risen presence is the cosmic 
power at work in reconciling and restoring creation. Also 
on October 2nd @ 2pm we will hold a special Blessing of 
Animals Service from the heart and ministry of St. Francis 
of Assisi. 
We will lift up the Spirit Series as the Sustainer of Creation: 
Sept. 10th/11 th - First Sunday in Creation - Forest: This 

Sunday we worship with creation in a forest, 
remembering that God created humans from Earth & 
planted a forest garden to be a home with the rest of 
their kin in creation. 

Sept. 17th/18 th - Second Sunday in Creation - Land: This 
Sunday gives us the opportunity to worship with the 
land, soil, and land creatures. 

Sept. 24th/25 th - Third Sunday in Creation - Wilderness: This 
Sunday we are invited to worship in the wilderness, 
with the creations and the creatures of the wild.  Just 
as Jesus experienced life in the wilderness, we too 
have an opportunity to worship with all God's wild 
life. 

Oct. 1st/2 nd - Fourth Sunday in Creation - River: We 
worship this Sunday beside a river with all the water 
life residing around it. This week we hear that when 
creation is restored, a river will flow directly from 
God with trees of life growing on either side to bring 
healing to all nation on Earth. 
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