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DEAR MEMBERS OF  
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH: 

We are deeply appreciative of the support and 
positive outlook of the congregation, church 
leadership and the council during this time of 
transition at Good Shepherd Church. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Good Shepherd 
has entered into an agreement for interim ministry 
with Pastor David Beckstrom. Pastor Beckstrom will 
begin his time of service with our congregation on 
Tuesday, September 6. 
 
Pastor Dave has recently concluded an eleven-month 
interim ministry at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in 
Rochester. He has served a variety of interim 
pastorates within SE Minnesota as well as in Bradley, 
Illinois and SE Wisconsin.  He’s also served installed 
pastorates in ND, IA, WI and IL.  
 
Pastor Dave enjoys interacting with people of all 
ages. He is excited to begin working with Pastor 
Karen and our staff at GSC. We expect to hold 
periodic forums so that congregation members can 
stay abreast of developments during the interim 
period and have an opportunity to have discussion 
with Pastor Dave and Pastor Karen.  
 
An important role that Pastor Beckstrom will play 
during our interim ministry is to guide our discernment 
about the optimal configuration of staffing resources 
necessary to best achieve our ministry mission, vision 
and values.  
 
We are planning a welcome for Pastor Dave at 
services during Rally Weekend, September 10-11. 
 
Please continue to pray for our congregation, our 
staff and our new interim pastor as we enter into this 
new period of transition and discernment.  
 
Yours in Christ’s Love, 
 
Dave Jasperson, GS Congregation Council President 
Bart Hanson, GS Congregation Council Vice President 
Pastor Karen Pahl 

FALL GATHERING SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 11TH! 
Join us to be “Gathered” together as a community of faith after 
our summer fun - for a great time of worship, music, education 
and fun. We will kick-off a new year of Christian Education for 
all ages this weekend & have fun singing, and learning about 
sharing, saving & spending. Please take time to fill out your 
Sunday School registration form, so we can have complete 
information for our curriculum and teachers. Copies are 
available at Welcome Center in the Narthex or in this month’s 
newsletter. 

It’s been HOT outside – but we have had some 
COOL things happening at GSC!!! 

 We have had a number of people offering their musical 
gifts to lead our 8am worship music outside and enjoy the 
gift of experiencing God’s creation & word as well. 

 We gathered together for Vacation Bible School, talked 
more about the Bible and learned about what is in the 
BOOK!!  We had fun learning some great music & seeing 
Pastor Karen doing the 10 -commandment boogie was 
something you’ve never seen before!! 

 We hosted 4-5 families from Interfaith Hospitality 
Network and provided a safe and cool place to stay.  
We had fun getting to know the families, providing great 
meals and reaching out in a time of need.   

 We give thanks for Mark Kruse, Eric & Shannon Heitmann 
for leading a group of our high school student on a 
mission trip through Youthworks to downtown Chicago!  
They served the community, grew in their faith and 
experienced what the Kingdom of heaven is like...... 

  The landscape committee is sharing their love for God’s 
creation. They are adding some beautiful additions to the 
back area of the church!  Go take stroll or join us for 
worship outside to see for yourself!! 

 Chad Wallaker, Kim Oldfield, Justin Weber are just 
back from taking a group of our high school youth near 
Estes Park in Colorado for a faith formation & leadership 
trip!  Thanks be to God for a time to reflect, have fun & 
experience God’s creation in a whole new way 
(no showers)!! 

 Tyler Bruinsma enjoyed a great time at the Lutheran 
Summer Music camp with support from our congregations 
new music scholarship fund. 

 Both Tyler & our youth will be sharing their experiences 
with us in August!!  Look forward to their stories, pictures, 
music & more soon!!! 
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HAPPY FEET TO BEGIN THE 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

Tennis shoes are needed for 
children returning to school in 
several weeks.  Having new 
shoes, always a need, is  a 

morale booster for those who might go 
without.  This is an opportunity to help 
students put their best foot forward as they 
begin a new year of learning. 
Shoe sizes: 
Boys:  ages 5 – 12 with shoe sizes ranging 
from 1 in boys through 6, 7, & 8 in men’s (last 
year more sizes in boys 4 &5 and men’s size 
6 were needed). 

Girls:   ages 5 – 11 with shoes sizes ranging 

from size 12 in girls through 6, 7, & 8 in 

women’s .   

Shoes will be collected at GSC on August 7, 

14  & 21. 

NEED GROCERIES, GAS, BACK TO SCHOOL 
ITEMS, SUPPLIES FOR A HOUSEHOLD 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT?? 

Need groceries, gas, back to school items, 
supplies for a household improvement project?? 
Why not make your purchases with SCRIP cards 
and a portion of your purchase will benefit the 
youth of GSC! SCRIP cards are gift cards, you 
pay $25    for one at the Welcome Center 
on Saturday Evening or Sunday morning and then 
bring it to the store and use it for $25 AND the 
GSC Youth get up to $5.00 back! We carry 
many types of cards, if we don't carry it - you 
can order it online! For example; we carry Wal-
Mart, Target, JCPenny's, Shopko gift 
cards.  Recently a member planned ahead and 
purchased $700 of Home Depot cards for a 
project, they got $700 of supplies from Home 
Depot and the youth raised $28! It couldn't be 
easier - stop by Saturday or Sunday and get 
your cards... 

Save the Date 
Operation Inasmuch 

October 1, 2011 
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Contact Information 

+ For all members of Good Shepherd Church, including: 

Eric & Jen Woodford (Maddie, Will), Alex & Gwen 
Woodmun (Dylan, Tyler), James & Miranda Zinnel (Zander), 
Curt & Julia Accola, Brett & Kim Adams (Justin, Bryn), Tony 
& Toni Aipperspach (Kylie, Vui, Jenni, John), Jeaneen 
Alcorn, Krista Alcorn, Craig & Deb Aldrich (Justin, Kali), 
Eldon & Kristie Anderson (Kaylie, Monika), Mitch & Caroline 
Anderson (Brittany, Kim, Logan), Ruth Anderson. 
 
+ For all congregations in the SE Minnesota Synod, 
including: 

August 7, 2011: Pentecost 8 – Lect. 19 
Urland Lutheran in Cannon Falls, St. Paul ELCA/UCC in 
Lewiston, Trinity Lutheran in Blue Earth, Iguguno Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania (partnered with Trinity, Blue Earth) 
Vang Lutheran in Dennison, Mwangeza Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania 

August 14, 2011: Pentecost 9 – Lect. 20 
Chatfield Lutheran in Chatfield, Stordahl Lutheran in 
Zumbrota, Trinity Lutheran in Owatonna, Dinka Sudanese 
Chapel in Rochester, Nduguti Lutheran Church in Tanzania 
Santísima Trinidad Mission in Colombia 

August 21, 2011: Pentecost 10 – Lect. 21 
St. Olaf College Student Congregation in Northfield, 
Winona State University Campus Ministry, Mankato State 
University Campus Ministry, Ihanja Secondary School in 
Tanzania, Wanamingo Lutheran in Wanamingo 

August 28, 2011: Pentecost 11 – Lect. 22 
United Lutheran in Walters, La Victoria Mission in Colombia 
(partnered with United, Walters), Trinity Lutheran in Kiester 
St. Michael Lutheran in Waltham, Nkalakala Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania  

Prayers August Birthdays 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
559 20th Street SW  •  Rochester, Minnesota 55902 
Phone: (507) 289-1748 
Office hours .................. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Monday - Friday 
E-mail info ............. gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
 
Worship Services (with Holy Communion) 

Saturday 5:30 PM; Sunday 8:00 (Outdoor)  &  9:30 AM 
 

Staff 
Karen Pahl ............................................................................Pastor 
Cynthia McLaren ............................................ Associate in Ministry 
Mike Thilges .................................................... Office Administrator 
Roger Harty, Mark Kubat, A.B.C. .................................. Custodians 
September Messenger deadline  ................... Aug. 19 by 4:30pm 
Mike Thilges .................... gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
Web site ......................................... www.goodshepherdchurch.net 
Paul Willemssen, Admin ........................ (willemssen@charter.net) 

1st Alexis Swanton 

2nd Oliver Books, Jan Jacobson, Ron Kruckeberg 

3rd Christopher Jones, Tricia Neale, Jessica Sankey 

4th Liliana Davick, Ian Funk, Wendy Hanson,  
 Denise Krueger, Shirley Swedlund 

5th Jessica McCamish 

6th Kim Adams, John Fiek, Thomas Stockfleth 

7th Fred Hoeft,  Joshua Pearson 

8th Kay Drenth, Nancy Flaharty, Hanna Hewitt 

9th Dylan Larson, Erik Olson, Molly Van Norman 

10th Betty Attleson, Dano Lange 

11th Mardel Carey, Bitta Fynskov, Matt Hoeft,  
 Elissa Larson, Caleb Peter, Gabriel Swanton 

12th Shelby Husser, Dylan Persinger 

13th John Bird, Audrey Danz, Dave Hengel, 
 Miya Ohashi Berg, Marlene Sabatke 

14th Andrew Johnson 

15th Isaac Feenstra, Robyn Floyd, Dan Phillips, 
 Levi Poppe 

16th Cindy Fawcett, Doug Tollefson 

17th Kristi Jensen, Leeann Koenigs, Andrea McHenry 

18th Ashley Azar, Delbert Feenstra, Laurie Feijo,  
 Bill Laures, Jeri Lubahn, Gordon Maass, 

 Pat McKnight, Sue Weber 

19th Hunter Brenhaug 

20th Jenni Aipperspach, Brenda Booth, Philip Herder, 
 Emily Powell 

23rd Maddie Woodford 

24th Ann Craighead, Shannon Hietmann, 
 Robert Laures, Amanda Miller, Jacob Sperry, 
 Owen Van Norman 

25th Justin Aldrich 

26th Paula Freitag, Roger Marquardt, Ken Sabatke 

27th Tammera Bird 

28th Jade Einertson, Jim Johnson, Judy Wasser 

29th Amelia Angerman, Cindy Tomashek 

30th Liam Arroyo, Alicia Brueske, Jackson Hewitt,  
 Michaela Johnson, Brody Lamb, Melissa Louks,  

 Angi McAndrews, Fred Saack 

31st Dustin McHenry 



August 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

 

2 

7:30am Men’s Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parent’s Al-Anon 

3 

Youth Softball Playoffs 

4 

10:00am Stay & Play 

(Slatterly Park) 

7:15pm Rule 62AA (O) 

5 6 

5:30pm Worship 

7 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

8 

5:30pm Worship & Music 

Committee 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

7pm Rainbow School 

Meeting 

9 

7:30am Men’s Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parent’s Al-Anon 

7pm Committee Meetings 

10 

1:30pm Helping Hands 

11 

10:00am Stay & Play 

(Rocketship Park) 

7:15pm Rule 62AA (O) 

12 13 

5:30pm Worship 

14 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

15 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

 

16 

7:30am Men’s Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parent’s Al-Anon 

17 18 

7:15pm Rule 62AA (O) 

19 20 

9:00am Quilters (A) 

5:30pm Worship 

21 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

22 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

 

23 

7:30am Men’s Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parent’s Al-Anon 

7pm Council Meeting 

24 25 

7:15pm Rule 62AA (O) 

26 27 

5:30pm Worship 

28 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

29 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

 

30 

7:30am Men’s Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parent’s Al-Anon 

31    

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church • Rochester, MN 



July 25, 2011 

Good Shepherd friends-- 

Hello from Arizona (for the last time!) 

It’s hard for us to believe, but our year of internship in Sierra 
Vista is coming to a close. And it has been an eventful year!  
Last month, we made it through some pretty scary times with a 
wildfire that came right up to the city limits, burned over 
30,000 acres, and caused 10,000 people to be evacuated 
from their homes. I spent a couple of weeks ministering to our 
own parishioners (50 families who were displaced—most of 
whom stayed with fellow parishioners) and also to those who 
were in the shelters run by the city and the Red Cross. It was 
a time of crisis, but also a time for us to see this community 
pull together and watch out for each other in amazing ways. 
We had over 1,000 firefighters here including special teams 
from all over the country doing very risky work, as well as 
many military and law enforcement units, and we are very 
grateful for their work and dedication. They worked for 
about a month to keep our town safe. In the end, 50 people 
lost their homes and there were four businesses burned down. 
None of our parishioners lost their homes, and the last family 
just got resettled last week. 

The summer monsoons started about two weeks ago, so now 
we have rain just about every day, and watching the clouds 
build up every day (as well as the spectacular lightning 
shows!) is a new delight. It gets very hot by midday (90-100 
degrees) but then the temperature drops about 30 degrees 
when it rains! The rainbows are also a delight—they are 
abundant and often double or triple.  

We had a wonderful three-week visit from Sarah a few 
weeks ago, and we’re looking forward to being with our 
family again! We will leave here on August 21, and stop at 
the Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Mesa Verde and The 
Arches “on the way home”—and make a final detour to 
Wisconsin for a family reunion/welcome home party.  

We look forward to seeing many of you at worship at Good 
Shepherd on Labor Day weekend, when I’ve been invited to 
preach and Sarah has been invited to sing.  

We know things are changing at Good Shepherd. We trust 
that good things are in store for Pastor Dave in his new call 
and for Good Shepherd too—we have been praying for you, 
for Pastor Karen and all the staff, for all who see you through 
this interim period, and for your future pastor. We’re excited 
to see what God is going to do there next! Please keep us in 
prayer also, in our time of transition, that we may finish well 
in Arizona and safely travel back to Minnesota for my final 
year of seminary. We’ll be sad to leave but glad to be 
home. 

Your seminarian,  
Beth Krolak    

JUNE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2011 June Giving  $37,699 

2011 June Expenses  $41,665 

2011 June Net Loss  ($3,966) 

Year-to-date Giving  $274,686 

Year-to-date Expenses  $254,242 

Year-to-date Net Giving $20,443 

Giving includes a monthly transfer of $3,500 from the 
Good Shepherd Fund. 

Expenses include the total monthly mortgage expense of 
$12,244 

Other Year-to-Date Giving: 

Global Hunger $7,834 

Local Hunger $6,567 

Local Relief  $3,082 

Other Relief  $   825 

MUSIC NOTES 
In a few short weeks, our music programs will resume their 
fall schedule. There are opportunities for all ages and 
ability levels and you are encouraged to participate! By 
being a part of a musical group, you will learn more 
about worship and get connected with others. Check out 
the possibilities and make this the year to give one or 
more of these groups a try! To learn more about any of 
these options, please call Cynthia McLaren at 289-1748 
or e-mail music@goodshepherdchurch.net. 

GSC HANDBELLS — practice weekly on Monday evenings 
at 6:30 p.m.; play about once a month. Rehearsals begin 
Sept. 12 

PRAISE KIDS — 4 year olds-grade 1. This group meets 
weekly on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 
sings at the beginning of a 10:30 a.m. worship service 
monthly. Musical leader is Victoria Lowe and assistance for 
stories and snacks is provided by parents. Rehearsals 
begin Sept. 14 

RING AND SING — children/youth in grades 2-6. Led by 
Cynthia McLaren, choir and Becky Bruinsma, bells, this 
combination singing and ringing group meets weekly on 
Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and sings 
monthly at a 10:30 a.m. worship service. Rehearsals 
begin Sept. 14 

JOYFUL NOISE SINGERS — youth/adult singers. Bruce 
Larson directs this group. Rehearsals are every 
Wednesday from 7:00-8:15 p.m. The choir sings regularly 
at the 10:30 a.m. service and occasionally at 8:00 a.m. 
Rehearsals begin Sept. 7. 

INSTRUMENTALISTS — Guitars, brass, woodwinds, 
strings—all add variety to our worship services. If you 
play an instrument, please consider sharing your gifts. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Rochester, Minnesota 
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JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS TO CONNECT 
MUSIC, FAITH, FUN & FELLOWSHIP!! 

SIMPLE SUPPER: 6:00 - 6:45 ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΗ CƻǊ ϷоΦлл ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
friends can come have a great dinner, catch -up with what has happened over the past week or just enjoy 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΗΗ  
/IL[5w9bΩ{ a¦{L/ aLbL{¢w¸Υ рΥол - 6:30  

Praise Kids: 4 yrs - 1st Grade: This is a time to gather together participate in lessons, crafts, singing and snack 
time. This has been a popular program and has helped out young ones grow in faith and friendship.  

Ring & Sing: 2ndτ6th Grade: This is a time to learn & grow playing hand bells, singing, and having fun!! This 
is a great opportunity to build and strengthen relationships through music and education.  

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY: 5:30 ς 7:00  
7th & 8th Graders: We will gather for an opening time of large group, then gab dinner and head off to small 
groups for a time of check in and discuss of the topic for the day.  We are also looking at joining with People 

of Hope this year & doing our confirmation ministry together.  More to come!!  
SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY: 7:00 - 9:00 Come to REMIX!!!  

Meet people, EAT FOOD, have fun & praise God. Bring lots of friends - because everyone is welcome to be 
part of the group! 

JOYFUL NOISE SINGERS: 7:00 - 8:15 
youth/adult singers. Rehearsals are every Wednesday from 7:00 -8:15 p.m.  

August 2011 Messenger 


