
Easter Lilies To enhance our worship experi-

ence during the Easter season, GSC will again 

be adding lilies to our seasonal sanctuary décor. 

You may purchase an Easter lily for this purpose 

and bring it to your own home after Easter Sun-

day services. The cost for each Easter lily is $8. 

Many members buy lilies in honor or memory of 

a loved one. You can place your order in the 

offering plate, place it in the mailbox outside the office door, 

drop it off during regular business hours, or return by mail. 

Your Name: _____________________________________ 

# Ordered: _____________________ 

In Memory of: 

________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: 

________________________________________________ 
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EASTER BREAKFAST ANYONE?  
We are looking for someone to help coordinate a 
brunch between services this coming Easter 
Sunday.  We do a continental breakfast. People signup 
to contribute bagels, doughnuts, etc. in the weeks 
leading up to Easter Sunday.  We are seeking someone 
to help manage the signups and help the food get on 
the serving tables.  We would appreciate your help!  If 
interested let us know at the church office—289-1748.  

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

During the months of March and April, City Auto Glass 
will be offering in shop rock chip repairs for $25 Cash.  
100% of the proceeds will be donated to the Good 
Shepherd Youth Mission Trip to Chicago.  A copy of the 
fundraiser flyer (available at the Welcome Center) 
MUST be shown for Good Shepherd to receive credit.  
Thank you for your support.  Call 252-1000 to schedule 
an appointment today! 

Holy Week 2011 
Palm/Passion Sunday — Hosanna in the Highest! 
Saturday, April 16, 5:30pm 
Sunday, April 17, 8:00am and 10:30am 
Holy Week begins as we participate in the story of 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem through a 
sea of palms.  We will then experience the story 
which changed the world forever — the Passion of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Three Days 
We celebrate one service in three parts which marks 
the betrayal, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 

Maundy Thursday — Jesus is Betrayed 
Thursday, April 21, 7pm 
We remember how Jesus commanded us to love 
one another on the night of his betrayal as we share 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Good Friday — Jesus Dies Upon the Cross 
Friday, April 22, 7pm 
Encounter the Stations of the Cross… Hear the seven 
last words of Jesus… Remember  the ultimate act of 
love as our Lord dies for us upon the cross.  
Easter Vigil — A Journey From Death to Life 
Saturday, April 23, 8:30pm 
The Easter Vigil is a participatory and multisensory 
worship experience in which we move from the 
despair and darkness of Good Friday to the first 
moment of life and light in the Easter Resurrection.  
The evening begins by an open flame outdoors and 
concludes with an Easter feast! 

Easter Festival Worship 
Easter Sunday — He is Risen!  Alleluia! 
Sunday, April 24, 8:00am and 10:30am 
Celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord at Easter 
Festival worship.  An Easter brunch will take place 
between services. 



Buck-a-Chick 

During the Month of April -  
join congregations from across the  

nation as we have a “Buck-a-Chick” sale. 
For one dollar, our congregational  

members can purchase and decorate a paper 
chick for themselves or in honor of a loved 

one. Your gifts will help provide families living 
in poverty with chicks to provide a source of 

food and income.  
 

We will celebrate our total donation on 
Easter Sunday and it will be sent on to 
the ELCA Good Gifts program so the 
funds can be distributed around the 

world!!!  Join the fun! 

 

MARVELOUS MUSICAL MENAGERIE 

Friday & Saturday Nights - April 15th & 16th 
 

Come & enjoy the entertainment & a great meal!!!  
This is a great weekend of fine food & music as GSC  
works toward establishing a music scholarship fund  

to assist our youth who wish to attend Christian music camps!  
 

Come & invite family and friends to join you for a wonderful 
evening!  All proceeds & donations will go to the scholarship fund!  

 

Friday, April 15 
5:30-6:30 pm - Pasta dinner buffet with music provided by Steve Books 

6:30-7:30 pm - Music selections by GSC choir, soloists, and several talented youth musicians. 
 

Saturday, April 16 
6:15-7:15pm - Pasta dinner buffet with music provided by Warren Bandel and his Brass Quintet 

7:15-8:15 pm - Music selections by Northland Mountain Dulcimers, Jane Belau, GSC Handbells  

    and instrumentalists. 
 

Tickets:  Will be sold in advance beginning April 2-3 at all services.  Adults $10, Students (10-17) $8 
Children (3-9) $5, Age 2 and under are free. 
 

We are looking for donations of salad items, bread and desserts.  If you are interested, please sign up at the Welcome 

Center or contact Cynthia McLaren 289-1748 (music@goodshepherdchurch.net) or Becky Bruinsma, 282-0317.   

mailto:music@goodshepherdchurch.net
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Contact Information 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
559 20th Street SW  •  Rochester, Minnesota 55902 
Phone: (507) 289-1748 
Office hours .................. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM Monday - Friday 
E-mail info ............. gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
Worship Services (with Holy Communion) 

Wednesday 6:45 PM; Saturday 5:30 PM;  
Sunday 8:00  &  10:30 AM 
Staff 
Dave Berg .............................................................................Pastor 
Karen Pahl ............................................................................Pastor 
Cynthia McLaren ............................................ Associate in Ministry 
Mike Thilges .................................................... Office Administrator 
Roger Harty, Mark Kubat, A.B.C. .................................. Custodians 
May Messenger deadline  ............................ April 18th by 4:30pm 
Mike Thilges .................... gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
Web site ......................................... www.goodshepherdchurch.net 
Paul Willemssen, Admin ........................ (willemssen@charter.net) 

+ For all members of Good Shepherd Church, including: 
David & Shirley Schumacher, Scott & Trudy Shaw, Allison & 
Jesse Sheehan (Dylan, Madison, Carter), Dave & Jan 
Sickle, Gene & Mary Simonson, Linda Simonson, Maxine 
Sims & Duane Lee, Scott & Beth Skalisky, Tim & Naomi 
Smyrk (Ryan), Rich Soli, Russ & Dana Speer (Kennedy, 
Ryaan, Isaac), Karla & Scott Sperry (Derek, Jacob). 
 
+ For all congregations in the SE Minnesota Synod, 
including: 

April 3, 2011: 4th Sunday in Lent 
Our Savior Lutheran in Cleveland, People of Hope in 
Rochester, Hadzabe Tribe Mission in Tanzania (partnered 
with People of Hope, Rochester), Grace Lutheran in 
Peterson, Little Cedar Lutheran in Adams, Mugandu 
Mission in Tanzania  

April 10, 2011: 5th Sunday in Lent 
First Lutheran in Albert Lea, Lunder Lutheran in Twin Lakes 
Augustine Lutheran Church in Tanzania (partnered with 
Lunder, Twin Lakes), Spring Garden Lutheran in Cannon 
Falls, Kiomboi Lutheran Church in Tanzania (partnered with 
Spring Garden, Cannon Falls), St. Paul Lutheran in Meriden  

April 17, 2011: Passion/Palm Sunday 
St. John Lutheran in Owatonna, Henrytown Lutheran in 
Canton, Our Savior’s Lutheran in Rochester, Hayward 
Lutheran in Hayward, Kigaa Lutheran Church in Tanzania, 
Kisiriri Lutheran Church in Tanzania  

April 24, 2011: Easter 
Alleluia!  He is risen! 

Prayers  April Birthdays  

1st Brian McHenry, Gayle Olsen 

2nd Ryan Aleshire, Greg Larson 

3rd Kali Aldrich 

4th Dayton Rud, Carson Steinke 

5th Paul Mainz, Kelly Weber 

7th Haley Beeman, Amy Christiansen,  
 Morgan McGuire, James Zinnel 

8th Steve Belau, Aaron Bruinsma, Eric Bruinsma,  
 Sheryl Nassif 

9th Brianna Peter, Brig Poppe, Beth Skalisky 

10th Trent Langemo, Cynthia McLaren,  
 Kennedy Speer 

11th Steven Christiansen, Christopher Williams 

12th Emily Howe, Mark Kruse, Scott Kruse,  
 Miranda Zinnel 

14th Cathy Eidem, Curt Swedlund 

15th Bill Davidson, Hayden Jones, Bill Oldfield 

16th Marcia Belau, Michael Thilges 

18th Gwen Woodmun 

19th Anika Evers, Parker Nelson, Ryan Stockfleth 

20th Jacob Arroyo, Christian Hung, Nolan Kerkvliet, 
 Matthew Pearson 

21st Isaac Jones, Grace Larson, Shayla Schoenoff, 
 Isaac Speer 

22nd Ellen Herder, Greg Lucas 

23rd Zackary Friedli, Doug Griffin, Kelly Laures 

24th Spencer Lee, Sam Monahan, Ryaan Speer 

25th Luke Schmidt, Sara Suginaka 

26th Joshua Augustin, Ruth Friedli, Eric Howe 

27th Rick Turri 

28th Kim Bertram, Katie Carr, Tim Gerlesberger, 
 Brandon Threinen 

30th Kathy Dunham 



April 2011  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 1st 

Confirmation Retreat 

@ Good Earth Village 

8am Worship 

9:15am Adult Bible 

Study, Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

1-4pm Judy Boyum 

Piano Recital 

    1  IHN Week  

(Mar. 29-April 3) 

6:30pm FH reserved 

for Cherie Rodriguez 

 

2  IHN Week  

(Mar. 29-April 3) 

1-5pm Kellner Shower 

5:30pm Worship 

3  IHN Week  

(Mar. 29-April 3) 

8am Worship 

9:15am Adult Bible 

Study, Sunday School 

9:30am GSC Pipe 

Organ Demonstration 

10:30am Worship 

4 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

6:15pm Troop 40925 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells, Womenôs 

Bible Study, Pack 80 

Leaders, Pack 28 Mtg 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

5 

Synod Retired 

Pastorôs Gathering 

7:30am Menôs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

5:30pm Brownies (A) 

6pm Thrivent (FH) 

6:30pm Daisy Troop, 

Parentôs Al-Anon 

6 

5:30pm Praise Kids, 

Ring & Sing, Wed. 

Night Air Bible Study 

6pm Simple Supper, 

Student-Mentor Time 

6:45pm Worship 

7:30pm Remix, Joyful 

Noise Singers 

7 

6-9pm Shades of 

Green Hosta Society 

6:30pm Book Study at 

Panera South 

7:15pm Rule 62 AA 

8 9 

1-4pm Bauman 

Shower (FH) 

5:30pm Worship 

10   

8am Worship 

9:15am Sunday 

School Teacher 

Appreciation 

Breakfast Adult Bible 

Study,  Good Earth 

Village: Chad 

Campbell 

10:30am Worship 

11 5:30pm Worship 

& Music Comm. 

6pm Pipes & Drums, 

Troop 40392 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells, Womenôs 

Bible Study, Den 9, 

Education Committee 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

12 

7:30am Menôs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

5:45pm Troop 121 

6:30pm Scout Mtgs., 

Parentôs Al-Anon 

7pm Committee 

Meeting Night 

13 

5:30pm Praise Kids, 

Ring & Sing, Wed. 

Night Air Bible Study 

6pm Simple Supper, 

Student-Mentor Time 

6:45pm Worship 

7:30pm Remix, Joyful 

Noise Singers 

14 

6pm Troop 80 Scouts 

7pm Rainbow School 

Meeting 

7:15pm Rule 62 AA 

15 

5:30-7:30pm  

Marvelous Musical 

Menagerie 

16 

6:15-8:15pm  

Marvelous Musical 

Menagerie 

ScoutsðLitter Bit 

Better Day @ GSC 

5:30pm Worship 

17  

8am Worship 

9:15am Adult Bible 

Study, Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

18 

6pm Pipes & Drums 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells, Womenôs 

Bible Study 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

19 

7:30am Menôs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Mtg. 

5:30pm Brownies 

6pm Scout Meeting 

6:30pm Parentôs Al-

Anon 

7pm Troop 40981 

20 

7pm Joyful Noise 

Singers (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Remix. 

Backpack Program 

Training Night 

21 

Maundy Thursday 

7pm Worship 

22 

Good Friday 

7pm Worship 

23 

Easter Vigil 

8:30pm Worship 

24   

Easter Sunday 

8am Worship 

9:15am Easter 

Sunday Breakfast, 

Adult Bible Study, 

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

25 

6pm Pipes & Drums, 

Troop 40392 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells, Womenôs 

Bible Study, Den 9 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

26 

7:30am Menôs Coffee 

2pm Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Parentôs Al-

Anon, Scout Meetings 

7pm Council Meeting 

 

27 

5:30pm Praise Kids, 

Ring & Sing, Wed. 

Night Air Bible Study 

6pm Simple Supper, 

Confirmation Student-

Parent Meeting 

6:45pm Worship 

7:30pm Remix 

. 

28 

6pm Troop 80 Scouts 

7:15pm Rule 62 AA 

29 

Confirmation Retreat 

@ Good Earth Village 

30 

Confirmation Retreat 

@ Good Earth Village 

5:30pm Worship 

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church • Rochester, MN 



FEBRUARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

February Giving - $53,145 
February Expenses - $43,153 
February Net Giving - $9,992 

Year-to-date Giving - $96,345 
Year-to-date Expenses - $86,777 
Year-to-date Net Giving - $9,568 

2011 Giving includes a monthly transfer of $3,500 from the building fund. 
2011 Expenses include the total monthly mortgage expense of $12,244 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE!   
DO YOU QUALIFY? 
Many Thrivent members have Thrivent Choice Dollars available to 
dedicate to a ministry of their choice.  Follow the phone call pro-
cedure below and name Good Shepherd Church as the recipient 
of your choice dollars!  All money 
that we receive will be used for programs and ministries of GSC. 
By phone: 
Step 1 ð Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say, 
òThrivent Choice.ó 
Step 2 ð When prompted, say, òChoice Dollars.ó 
Step 3 ð Say or enter your Social Security number. 
Step 4 ð Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or press 2 to hear the 
Thrivent Choice program terms and conditions. 
Step 5 ð A representative will then work with you to direct Choice 
Dollars. 

Help choose where Thrivent Financial for Lutherans gives back! 

Interfaith Hospitality 
Network of Greater 
Rochester 

Dear Partners in Caring — 

I wanted to take this 
opportunity to express my 
sincere thanks to your entire 
congregation for your ongoing 
support—financial, in-kind 
and volunteers. With great 
support and caring and 
providing of hospitality to our 
families and their children who 
find themselves homeless...we 
are able to continue our 
mission to help them find 
stability and get back on their 
feet with dignity.  All of this is 
possible because of your 
continued support. 

We accomplished a lot of 
great things last year due to 
our great volunteers and 
network faith communities.  
This year we have more great 
things planned. There will be a 
10  Yea r  Ann i ve r sa ry 
Celebration on May 12, 
2011. We will be sending out 
invitations in the near future.  
What amazing things we have 
accomplished in those ten 
years! 

Thank you all—for your 
support and caring. “Kindness 
is the oil that takes the friction 
out of life” and all of you help 
to do that every day when 
you are providing care for our 
guests. 

Blessings— 

Joanne Markee 
Executive Director 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  Rochester, Minnesota  
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JOIN US IN READING APRIL’S BOOK OF THE MONTH!!  
PRAYERS FOR SALE—BY SANDRA DALLAS  

It’s 1936 and the Great Depression has taken its toll in the 
high country of the snow-covered Rocky Mountains.  Two 
women, one as old as the other is young, form an unlikely 
friendship—one in which the deepest of hardships are 
shared and the darkest of secrets are confessed over the 
making of a quilt.  A journey through love and sorrow, for-

giveness and redemption, Prayers for Sale is ultimately a revelation of the 
finest parts of the human spirit — and a novel no reader will soon forget.  
Pick it up and start reading today & then join us for a group discussion on 
April 7th at Panera South at 6:30pm.   



GSC PIPE ORGAN------
FREE DEMONSTRATION 

Have you 
ever been 
worshiping in 
t h e 
S a n c t u a r y 
and as you 
look at the 
organ pipes, 

wondered how the sound can 
get from way in the back to 
the pipes in front?  Have you 
ever been curious how a pipe 
organ actually works?  How 
many pipes do we have?  
What are some of the 
different sounds?  If you would 
like to explore answers to 
these questions, meet Cynthia 
at the organ keyboard on 
Sunday, April 3 from 9:30-
10:00 a.m.  We will have fun 
learning together! 

The Dorothy Day House gives 
adults (and occasionally 
families with children) a place 
to stay when they do not have 
a home. Good Shepherd 
Church volunteers have been 
preparing and serving 
Tuesday night dinners at the 
Dorothy Day House since 
1984. Up to 20 people are 
served each Tuesday. If you 
would like to be a volunteer, 
please contact Evie Augeson 
at 286-8889 or Mike in the 
church office at 289-1748. 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  Rochester, Minnesota  
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Upcoming Events  

Marvelous Musical Menagerie  
Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April 16 

Enjoy an evening of fine food, fellowship and great music as 
GSC works toward establishing a music scholarship fund to 
assist our youth who wish to attend Christian music camps. 
Each evening begins with a pasta buffet dinner served in the 
Fellowship Hall along with music to entertain you as you enjoy 
fine food and fellowship. Following dinner, we will go to the 
Sanctuary to be entertained by a variety of marvelous 
musicians young and old. You won’t want to miss this 
opportunity to experience vocal and instrumental talent 
provided by numerous musicians from GSC and beyond!! 

When:  
Friday, April 15 
5:30-6:30p.m. –Pasta dinner buffet with music by Steve Books 
6:30-7:30p.m. Music by adult & youth vocalists, orchestra and 
band members. 
Saturday, April 16 
6:15-7:15p.m. Pasta dinner buffet with music by Brass Quintet 
7:15-8:15p.m. Musical performances by Jane Belau, Northland 
Mountain Dulcimers, and GSC Handbells 

Menu: Pasta dinner including spaghetti & meat sauce, chicken 
alfredo, vegetarian pasta, lettuce and fruit salad, garlic bread 
and rolls & a selection of bars/desserts. 

Tickets: Will be sold in advance beginning April 2-3 at all 
services. Adults $10, Students (10-17) $8, Children (3-9) $5, 
Age 2 and under free. 

We are looking for donations of salad items, bread and 
desserts so if you are interested, please sign up at the welcome 
center or contact Cynthia McLaren, 289-1748 
(music@goodshepherdchurch.net) or Becky Bruinsma, 282-
0317. Remember to invite friends and family too! It will be a 
great time of fellowship and marvelous music! 



BACKPACK PROGRAM UPDATE 

The excitement is building! We 
have our coordinators for the 
Backpack Program! They are 
Janelle and Dayton Halverson. 
Many of you have volunteered to 
help with the program. Janelle 
will be contacting you in the next 
couple weeks to put you on the 
schedule. The plan is to have a 
training night on April 20 and to 

deliver our first backpacks to Ben Franklin on April 22nd. If 
you want to be part of this valuable ministry, contact 
Janelle at jhalverson@mayo.edu or Pastor Karen.  Watch 
for more exciting updates in the weeks to come! If you 
would like to financially contribute to this project please 
make checks to GSC and put backpack in memo. 

Come Join Us for the 2nd Annual Tour de Habitat 

When: Saturday, April 9th, 2011 
Time: 1-2:30pm (Team Session), 2:30-3pm (Session Celebration) 
Where: Rochester Athletic Club, 3100 19th Street NW 
For more information: contact RAHH at 252-0849 

Tour de Habitat is a fun, high-energy stationary bike riding event 
that will help provide five families with a simple, decent and 
affordable home of their own this year.  Last year’s event raised 
nearly $20,000 to help our friends and neighbors.  Come join us! 

¶ Team session requires up to six cyclists 

¶ Each team’s goal is to raise $1,200 

¶ The session lasts an hour and a half 

¶ T-shirts will be given to all team members who register 

¶ Prizes will be awarded for the most money raised and much 
more! 

Not interested in riding as a team?  Consider becoming a sponsor or 
a supporter of one of our Tour de Habitat teams. 

For registering as a team or for making a donation please visit 
http://www.firstgiving.com/RAHH 

Kevin Worden, Executive Director 

SUMMER  
MUSICIANS   

Beginning on Sunday, May 29 
we will be moving our 8:00 a.m. 
worsh ip serv i ce  to  the 
Ampitheater on the GSC hill. 
Outdoor services will continue 
through Sunday, September 4.  
These services provide a unique 
opportunity to worship in a 
beautiful outdoor setting utilizing 
a variety of music and musicians. 
We are looking for individuals 
and/or groups who would like 
to lead the music for these 
services.  Beginning in April, 
there will be a sign-up sheet at 
the Welcome Center or you can 
e-mail Cynthia McLaren at 
music@goodshepherdchurch.net. 

During the summer months, our 
bells and choirs take a well 
deserved break from providing 
music leadership for our services.  
We are looking for musicians, 
all ages, (vocal, instrumental) 
who would enjoy sharing their 
gifts for one or more of our 9:30 
a.m. worship services in the 
summer.  Our congregation 
always appreciates the variety 
that summer musicians provide.  
You can e-mail Cynthia to sign 
up for a Sunday.  Help is always 
available to find music!  Thanks 
for sharing! 
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Faith Formation Events!!  
 

YOU ARE INVITED!!  
To the Sunday School  
Teacher Appreciation 

GRAND SLAM  
BREAKFAST!  

 Join us Sunday  
                         April 10th at  

                             9:15 am in the  
   Fellowship Hall!  

 

Join us 
for a fun  
Event!!  

 
 

Join us on Palm Sunday  
@ 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall 
for a FUN filled event of  crafts, 
coffee, snacks and fellowship!  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!  

Join us for VBS  
(Vacation Bible School)  

June 13th - June 17th!!  

Lenten Mentor Time Continues  
through April 13th !!!  

Bring your Mentor and discuss your packet  
during dinner @ 6pm then worship together at 6:45pm!!  

Reminderõs of Upcoming  Dates:   

April 27th @ 6pm - Final Parent/Confirmation Student meeting of the Year!   
Final discussion of the Confirmation Retreat & 8th Grade Summer Mentorship 
program!!  

April 29th(Friday) thru May 1st(Sunday) Year -End Confirmation Retreat!!!   

     

 

Adult Bible Study / Faith Formation Opportunities! 
 

  Sunday Morning Bible Study @ 9:15am -  
   Come, learn & grow in your  understanding of God’s Word!!  
 Join us in the Fellowship hall with your coffee! 

 

§ Book study!!  Join Pastor Karen at Panera South - April 7th @ 6:30pm (Prayers for Sale) 
 

§ Join a small group study!!  See Pastor Karen for more info!! 



COMMUNION EDUCATION: Congratulations to the following 

children who received communion on Sunday, March 4th.  These 

children studied and prepared for the sacrament of Holy 

Communion during three weekly classes: Annika  Angerman, Erica 

Bird, Allison Casad, Hayden Jones, Zackery Olson, Morgan 

Radtke, Madison Sheehan & Elise Willman. 

Communion Education Class  



The òFlavorsóװof Ministry 

By Rev. Peter Reuss 
Synod Mission Developer 

Tom loved ice cream. Every night before bed he 
would scoop out a big bowl of Kemps vanilla. 
One day he wondered what other good kinds of 
ice cream were out there, since he’d only tried 
Kemps vanilla. To find out, he invited his 
neighbors to a party and everyone brought their 
favorite ice cream to share. Tom went around the 
room sampling each one. The variety amazed 
him: Hagen Daaz, Blue Bunny, Edy’s, Breyers. 
He’d never had so many kinds of ice cream! 

As the party began to wind down Tom heard a 
knock on the door.  He was surprised to see his 
new neighbor standing with a tub of ice cream. 
“I’m sorry that I am late. I hear that you wanted 
people to bring their favorite ice cream. I 
brought mine!” He walked past Tom and set it on 
the table. The whole room stared at the tub, at a 
loss for words. Finally, Tom spoke, “Jose, thank 
you for coming and bringing your ice cream, but I 
think there’s something wrong with it. It’s green.” 
Jose looked down the table at the other tubs. 
“You all brought vanilla?”  Tom quickly 
responded, “Is there any other kind?” Jose held 
out a spoon for Tom to take a lick, “It’s mint chip. 
Give it a try!” Tom couldn’t believe his taste buds. 
“I still love my vanilla, but this is wonderful!” 

Currently five congregations in our synod are 
experiencing what it’s like to have a bit of “mint 
chip” in their midst as they grow closer 
Sudanese/Ethiopian ministries. They now know a 
delicious “flavor” of faith that they had never 
tried before. 

God has created a world of wonderful diversity. 
Look outside your church walls. Does your 
community contain many “flavors” of people? Are 
there delicious flavors that you have not sampled 
yet? 

Pr. Pete 

A Four-Fold Approach to Reading Scripture 

By Rev. Jay Dahlvang 
Synod Book of Faith Advocate 

The Women of the ELCA’s Bible study has been enhanced 
by the use of a four-fold approach to reading Scripture. 
This engagement with the text opens the Word and our 
hearts so that we might recognize God with us in our 
interaction with our Lord and each other. 

A Devotional Reading means no experts allowed! The text 
speaks to each of us uniquely, and invites us to share in 
community who we are, and the God who meets us in the 
Word to challenge us, change us, and love us. Some 
questions to consider as we read the text devotionally 
include: 

¶ What scares, delights, or challenges me in the text? 
What is God doing in the text? 

A Historical Reading enhances the Word as we explore 
context. At our February look at Acts 10, we discussed how 
Peter and Cornelius were shaped by the political and social 
realities around them. Some historical questions include: 

¶ Who wrote the passage and why? 

¶ Where and when does the text take place, and what 

do we know about that time and place? 

¶ What social and political realities inform this text? 

Many are book club members, and the same tools used to 
read a text and join in discussion can be utilized to grow in 
our understanding of God’s Word. February’s study 
included a look at dreams as a literary device, and asked 
us to consider other parts of the Bible where we meet 
dreamers. Some literary questions include: 

¶ What type of writing is this passage and how does that 
inform our hearing? 

¶ How is the text constructed? 

A Lutheran Theological Reading offers the best of our 
theology to help us grow in God’s Word for us and for all. 
Some Lutheran questions include: 

¶ How does this text bear Christ to us? 

¶ How do we read this as Law and Gospel? 

The four-fold approach is a simple way to unpack any 
Biblical narrative, and a gift to us as we open Scripture 
and join in conversation. 
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