
December 14, 2009 

Good Shepherd friends-- 

Hello from Luther Seminary! 

I am writing this in the midst of final exams, papers and 
projects, and it seems that my life revolves around my 
computer these days!  I will be finished with this semester in a 
few days (and one more 15-page paper!) and then will 
enjoy a two-week Christmas break.  

I thought this would be a good time to share with you a 
prayer I wrote last semester.  I pray it every day, and I hope 
you will pray it with me. 

God, in your love, you are continually surprising me with 
new challenges and opportunities.  I pray that you persist 
in surprising me with your grace and that I will persist in 
welcoming it.   

Open my heart to newness, and tear down any walls I 
have built that keep you out.   

Keep me mindful of the joys and benefits of risk-taking, 
and take away the fear of failure; keep me in you, where 
there is no fear.   

Keep my curiosity and creativity alive even when 
òfailuresó are public and obvious, and help me remember 
the good learning that comes out of plans that donõt 
òworkó.   

Keep me humble, and bring laughter and joy to the 
process as I remember it is your creation!   

I trust that you will continue to work through me and use 
all my actions for good.   Forgive me when I stumble and 
lose focus, and bring me always back to you.  Amen. 

Your seminarian, 
Beth Krolak     
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Save the Date ð Annual Meeting! 
Sunday, February 7th is the Good 
Shepherd Annual Meeting.  Bring a 
dish to share after the 10:30 
service (approximately 11:45am) 
and join in fellowship as we 
celebrate the wonderful ministries 
of 2009 and look forward to our 
continued and vibrant ministry in 
2010.  Weõll see you there! 

ITõS COMING... 
FAT TUESDAY! 

The second annual 
Fat Tuesday event 
will be happening 
on Tuesday, 
February 16th. The 
event is to raise 
money for our 

summer youth mission trip here to Kansas City, 
Kansas. A portion of the money raised will 
also go to help charities in the communities we 
will be serving, as well as our Rochester 
community. 
 
The evening will start with a wonderful meal 
at 5:30. Throughout the evening there will be 
silent auction items for you to bid on. The night 
will conclude with a talent show, as well as a 
few live auction items. The event will be fun 
for the whole family! 
 
Come for a night of food, entertainment, and 
excitement! Invite your friends and help us get 
the word out about the event. 
 
We are also looking for donations of items 
for our silent auction. Please talk to Erik 
Schlicht or one of the pastors if you would like 
to donate. There will be some items put into 
baskets and some individual items to auction 
off. If you would like to help with planning the 
event or with food preparation or 
organization on the night of the event, let 
Pastor Karen know ASAP. 
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Our Mission Trip this Summer is to:  

Kansas City, Kansas  
June 20 -  25, 2010 

Kansas City has been a struggling community in many 

ways, which may be why theyôve adopted the tagline 

ñKansas City: Change Your Perspectiveò. Kansas City 

has had to own unfortunate statistics such as an over 

40% high school dropout rate and a teen pregnancy 

rate of 27%. With a median household income of 

nearly $10,000 less than the Kansas average, and a 

number of residents are struggling financially. With 

the recent downturn in the economy and a climbing 

unemployment rate, families are struggling in many 

ways. 

To reserve your spot please turn a $50 deposit 

in by January 10, 2010 to Pastor Karen!!  

Senior High Ski Trip 
Lutsen Mountain - January 28th-31st 

$250 - includes transportation, lodging, 3 
days of lift tickets. This does not include 
cost of ski rental.  
$150 if you will not be skiing.  
$100 deposit and health release form is 
due to church ASAP.  Remaining balance 
due January 10th.   

Call Jeff Brown (287-0465), Marie or 

Dan Johnson (252-0720) 

Join us on January 10th following the 10:30am service for an 
informational meeting on these two trips.  
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January Birthdays  

1st Pete Gerlesberger, Andrew Herder, Mike Stellenberg 

2nd George Berg 

3rd Geri Griebenow, Judy Larson, Darin Sanford 

4th Joy Gibbons, Brent Krueger, Michael Seide 

5th Jonathan Billing, Joe Hanscom, Sue Titus 

6th Bill Angerman, Juliane Herder, Donna Hochberger, Jackie 

 McNallan, Connor Phillips 

7th Kent Bruinsma, Sharon Cadwell 

8th Anne Backlund, Nate Davidson, Janelle Halverson 

9th Colton Koster, Dana Read 

10th Paul Belau, Abby Jones, Tina Livinston, Carley McHenry 

11th Jim Fuelberth, Victoria Pahl 

12th Annika Ohashi-Berg 

13th Joseph Erickson, Brian Geer, Hunter Huntoon, Gretchen 

 Klaus, Kevin Laures, Jacob Wulff 

14th Pat Christenson, Darlene Jorgensen, Kevin Kirkeby, Bruce 

 Larson 

15th Joey Hockert, Maryanne Lee, Andrew Osterhaus 

16th Kayla Casciano, Karin Neuvirth, Gracie Wallace 

17th Toni Aipperspach, Gladys Ellefson, Katy Gustafson, Dan  

 Johnson, Mary Jones, Kaydyn Strum, Greta Van Loon 

18th Sarah Hockert 

19th Taylor Medes, Jonathon Orth, Craig Swenson, Eric Woodford 

21st DeWayne Augeson, Jill Bennett, Brenden Bowren, Joann 

 Holt-Angerman, Janet Youngers 

23rd Jane Chilson, Adeline Feenstra, Ella Feenstra, Tami  

 Halverson, Ryan Yennie 

24th Curtis Accola, Caia Jacobson, Cody Jacobson, Clint Tagtow,  

 Paul Trcka 

25th Holly Fearn, Richard Kramer, Katie Price 

26th Tony Aipperspach, Linda Grosz, Steve Willman 

27th Tom Hacker, Kody Tibbetts 

28th Kai Castro, Rose Koenig 

29th Jake Collins, Marlene Flynn-Harnack, Sue Olson 

30th Karen Freitag, Tanya Plonka, Karen Wolfe 

31st Justin Adams, Paul Willemssen 

 

Prayers  
+ For all members of Good Shepherd Church, including: Al & Connie 

Meredith, Dale & Carol Michaelson, Joe & Cindy Miller (Amanda, Nicole), Ron 

& Barb Misselt, Joe & Julie Moenck, Bob & Deb Monahan (Sam, Carly), Mark & 

Kris Mulholland (Lexie, Mitch, Nick), Bob & Vicky Mulvihill (Roman, Emma), 

Daryl & Kaye Munden (Ryan, Jason, Kristen), Bob & Sheryl Nassif, David & 

Tricia Neale (Luke, Andrew), Edna Nemoede. 

+ For all congregations in the SE Minnesota Synod, including: 

January 3, 2010: 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Bethlehem Lutheran in Myrtle, Dale Lutheran in Kenyon, Epiphany Lutheran 

in Eagle Lake, Mungaa Lutheran Church in Tanzania (partnered w/ Epiphany), 

Mgori Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

January 10, 2010: Baptism of Our Lord 

East Chain Lutheran in Blue Earth, First Lutheran in Red Wing, Medo Lutheran 

in Mapleton, Fountain Lutheran in Fountain, Las Delicias Mission in Colombia 

(partnered w/ Fountain Sunday School). 

January 17, 2010: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Grand Meadow Lutheran in Grand Meadow, East Freeborn Lutheran in Albert 

Lea, Gol Lutheran in Kenyon, Community Lutheran in Geneva, San Pablo 

Lutheran Church in Colombia (partnered w/ Community, Geneva), Cristo Vive 

Mission in Colombia (partnered w/ Community, Geneva).  

January 24, 2010: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Gloria Dei Lutheran in Rochester, Messiah Lutheran in North Mankato, Ushora 

& Ndogo Lutheran Churches in Tanzania (partnered w/ Messiah, N. Mankato), 

First Lutheran in Ellendale, El Redentor Lutheran Church in Colombia 

(partnered w/ First, Ellendale), Cannon River Lutheran in Welch. 

January 31, 2010: 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Bear Lake Concordia Lutheran in Albert Lea, Cross of Christ Lutheran in 

Houston, Ikungi Lutheran  Church in Tanzania (partnered w/ Cross of Christ), 

Bear Creek Lutheran in Grand Meadow, Bethlehem Lutheran in Mankato, 

Iambi Secondary School in Tanzania (partnered w/ Bethlehem, Mankato), 

Iambi Secondary School in Tanania (partnered w/ Bethlehem, Mankato). 

Contact Information  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  
559 20th Street SW  Å  Rochester, Minnesota 55902 
Phone: (507) 289-1748 
Office hours .................. 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday - Friday 
E-mail info ............. gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
Worship Services (with Holy Communion) 

Wednesday 6:45 PM; Saturday 5:30 PM;  
Sunday 8:00  &  10:30 AM 
Staff  
Dave Berg .............................................................................Pastor 
Karen Pahl ............................................................................Pastor 
Jack Friedli ......................................................... Pastoral Assistant 
Cynthia McLaren ............................................ Associate in Ministry 
Mike Thilges .................................................... Office Administrator 
Roger Harty, Mark Kubat, A.B.C. .................................. Custodians 
February Messenger deadline  ..............January 15th by 4:30pm 
Mike Thilges .................... gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 
Web site  ......................................... www.goodshepherdchurch.net 
Paul Willemssen, Admin ........................ (willemssen@charter.net) 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  

 

 

 

CONNECT on  

Wednesday Nights 

5:20pm First Word 

5:30pm Praise Kids, Ring & 

Sing, Praise Links, Wed. 

Night Air, Confirmation 

6pm Simple Supper 

6:45pm Worship 

7:30pm Remix, Joyful 

Noise Singers 

 1 2 

5:30pm Worship 

3 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Education Hour; 

Bible Study: James 

10:30am Worship 

4 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

5 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Green Team 

6 

9:30am Stay & Play 

12:00pm Prayer Shawl 

Ministry Group (Rm. A) 

10:00am-4:30pm  

CONNECT on Wednesday 

nights (see schedule 

above) 

7 

7:00am Bible Study: 

Luke 

 

8 9 

5:30pm Worship 

10 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Education Hour; 

Bible Study: James 

10:30am Worship 

11 

5:45pm Worship & Music 

Committee 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells; Education 

Committee 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

12 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

1:30pm Lutheran 

Woman Today Bible 

Study 

7:00pm Committee Night 

 

 

16 

9:30am Stay & Play 

1:30pm Helping Hands 

CONNECT on Wednesday 

nights (see schedule 

above) 

14 

7:00am Bible Study: 

Luke 

7:00pm Sisters in Faith 

15 16 

9:00am Quilters (Rm. A) 

5:30pm Worship 

17 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Education Hour; 

Bible Study: James 

10:30am Worship 

18 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

19 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

20 

9:30am Stay & Play 

CONNECT on Wednesday 

nights (see schedule 

above) 

21 

7:00am Bible Study: 

Luke 

22 23 

5:30pm Worship 

24  8:00am Worship 

9:15am Education Hour; 

Bible Study: James 

10:30am Worship 

31 

8:00am Worship 

9:15am Education Hour; 

Bible Study: James 

10:30am Worship 

25 

6:30pm Celebration 

Handbells 

7:00pm Council Meeting 

7:30pm Jubilation 

Handbells 

26 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Council Meeting 

27 

9:30am Stay & Play 

CONNECT on Wednesday 

nights (see schedule 

above) 

28 

7:00am Bible Study: 

Luke 

7:00pm Sisters in Faith 

29 30 

5:30pm Worship 

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Å Rochester, MN 



December is always a full month in the life of Good Shepherd Church.  As we celebrated Advent and Christmas, we 
continued to have a missional focusñcaring for others through the Giving Tree and Blue Christmas, teaching and 
mentoring our youth and celebrating with one another in worship on Christmas Eve.  Here are just a few ministry 
highlights from December: 

Advent Celebration 
Our Sunday School kids filled Fellowship Hall participating in a wide range of Advent and Christmas related crafts 
and activities between services on December 6.  Thanks to all who care for our children, pass the faith and help 
make events like this happen! 

Christmas 
We celebrated the birth of our Lord with worship, music and fellowship at three services on Christmas Eve.  Thanks to 
the many people who served in worship and helped make this a true celebration.  

Blue Christmas 
We introduced a new worship opportunity called òBlue Christmas.ó  It was designed to be a more meditative 
Christmas service for those who are struggling with grief and loss during this season.  It was also an opportunity for 
anyone who would like, to take a break from the business of the Christmas rush, to stop, relax and worship.   

Giving Tree 
In just about one weekend, almost an entire tree full of gift tags was cleared off.  We provided Christmas gifts for 
people who need a little extra support this year through Zumbro Valley Mental Health. 

Bake Sale 
Thanks to the help of many dedicated bakers and volunteers, we had an amazing Scandinavian Bake Sale on 
December 5 and 6.  Over $1000 was raised to support our 50th Anniversary as a congregation in 2010. 

Photo Directory 
Throughout the month we have been cleaning up and taking family pictures!  The new photo directory in honor of 
Good Shepherdõs 50th anniversary will be released sometime this coming spring.   

We have significant financial challenges as a congregation moving forward.  Our ministry is wide and varied, and it 
takes many hands to make it happen.  Thank for your continued commitment, generosity and ministry! 

Financial Summary for November 
2009 November Giving   $57,659 
2009 November Ministry Expenses  $48,021 
2009 November Net Giving   $9,638 
2009 Year-to-date Giving   $502,775 
2009 Year-to-date Ministry Expenses  $526,106 
2009 Year-to-date Net Loss   ($23,351) 

2009 Giving includes a monthly transfer of $3,964 from the building fund. 
2009 Expenses include the total monthly mortgage expense of $12,244 

2005 Loss  ($12,500) 
2006 Loss  ($43,103) 
2007 Income  $227 
2008 Loss  ($8,110) 
2009 Loss  ($23,351) 
Total Deficit  ($95,837) 
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Ministry and Finance Highlights  
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