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LookOut 2009 ς Our New Strategic Plan 

Over the next six months Good Shepherd will engage in a Strategic Planning Process called LookOut 2009.  LookOut 2009 
will enable us to develop a list of specific ministry objectives for the next three years at Good Shepherd Church.  This 
multifaceted process is based on a model of community discernment developed by Roy Oswald and the Alban 
Institute.  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊŜ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ 
where we want to place our ministry emphasis in the years to come.  

StepOne:  A Night To Remember ς An Evening of Historical Reflection. 
On Wednesday June 18, the Strategic Planning Team sponsored A Night To Remember ς An Evening of Historical 
Reflection.   ²Ŝ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ςgood memories and tough memories alike.  As GSC begins 
to focus on where we are going as a congregation, LookOut нллф ōŜƎŀƴ ōȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴΦ  At the end 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  Each of the following statement was shared by the participants and prioritized by the entire group in the 
following order:  

We like the intimacy of a small congregation, but also want and need growth. 
We have a passion for both community outreach/service as well as community outreach/evangelism.  
We have a history of strong community involvement and we desire to continue and enhance this aspect of our 

ministry.  
We have much talent in our congregation and we encourage participation in worship and outreach.  
There is a high value on youth involvement around here.  Having dedicated staffing increases and improves youth 

participation.  
It seems that the level of our community involvement has plateaued.  
There is a high level of anxiety and conflict around interim pastoral periods in our congregation.  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

conflict we have shown that we can work it through and come back stronger.  
We may identify our congregation in terms of pastors rather than individuals with a common purpose.  
Flexibility is one of our strengths ς we are not afraid to try new things. 

This list will be one of many pieces of data the congregation will use to develop the new Strategic Plan.  For more 
information about LookOut 2009, please pick up a informational brochure from the church office, or contact your 
Strategic Planning Team. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LookOut 2009 Strategic Planning Process? 
StepTwo: July 2008 

Demographic Analysis: Using web based resources such as Percept, we will get a broader understanding of the 
demographics and trends in the community surrounding GSC.  This will help in our effort to keep our goals and plans 
contextually relevant. 

StepThree Summer 2008 
Assess Community Need: What is God calling us to be and do in this community?  The Strategic Planning Team will 
interview key members of the broader Rochester Community to explore those needs and begin to formulate what that 
means for our future ministry plans.  
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Last Month at Good Shepherd  

ABOVE: A large crowd gathered on Thursday, June 12 for a youth mission trip fundraiser that included food from Outback 
and music on the hill with Steve Books.  The youth traveled to Chicago from June 21-27 to assist Youth Works with various 
projects.  BELOW: The Vacation Bible School program òGodõs Big Backyardó was a big success.  Around 40 young children 
participated in the event on June 16-20.  BOTTOM LEFT: Good Shepherdõs 8:00 a.m. outdoor worship service is in full swing.  
Join us each Sunday on the west side of the church and combine the worship of God with the great outdoors. 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 
1st Ruth Anderson, Drake Evers, Paul Evers, Thomas 
 Fryer, Kathy Lange, Mark Persson, Melissa 
 Stellenberg 

2nd Rebecca Melland-Kuo 

3rd Betty Brekke, Zachary Carr, Roger Christenson,  
 Adam Seeman 

4th Lisa Swenson, Jason Thompson 

5th Lisa Dearborn, Meg McCamish 

6th John Reddersen 

7th Andrew Hoffman 

8th Bill Burgart, Cathy Pickett, Michele Saack 

9th Kristie Anderson, Lynn Karsten, Russ Koehler,  

 Joshua Orth, Anthony Osman 

10th Jodi Goetsch, Miles Neuvirth, Dana Schwartz, 
 Caleb Van Loon 

11th Bernice Brust, Shana Davick, Roger Friedli,  

 Russ Gunvalson, Megan Hansen, Megan Koehler 

12th Alexis Bennett, Mary Christiansen, Melissa Johnson, 
 Marvin Scheitel 

13th Lincoln LaMaster, Glen Swanton 

14th Caiden Anderson, Sara Backlund, Theresa Backlund, 

 Randi Kryzer 

15th Joleen Mainz 

16th Kim Anderson, Pete Caflisch 

18th Mike Augustin, Duane Grosz, Tim Hung 

19th Jackie Brown, Mark Junge, Dave Olson,  
 Cherise Schwartz 

20th Madeline McAndrews, Dan Stroh 

21st Jonathan Ellsworth, Brianna Griffin, William Koch, 
 Sue Lee, Dave Pickett 

22nd Sam Fiek, Dave Herder, Phyllis Rantala 

23rd Mark Hannan, Mary Madden 

24th Mona Hoeft, Valerie Lukas, Courtney Lynne,  
 Jenny McHenry 

25th Stephanie Ellsworth 

26th Crystal Drake, Erika Lee, Christian Swenson 

27th Karna Casciano 

28th Monica Aswegan, Jo Derouin, Alaina Halverson, 
 Ashley Johnson, Ray Lucas, Vicky Mulvihill 

29th Jan Garnatz, Lori Gartner, Ron Matson,  
 Delaney Sanford 

30th Anderson Curtis, Nola Lee, Joshua Schwartz 

31st Karen Christensen, Rita Hengel, Nick Leimer,  

 Carol Michaelson 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  
559 20th Street SW  Å  Rochester, Minnesota 55902 
Phone: (507) 289-1748 
 

Office hours ............................... 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Monday - Friday 
E-mail info ....................... gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 

Worship Services (with Holy Communion) 

Saturday 5:30 PM; Sunday 8:00 (Outdoor) & 9:30 AM 
 

Staff  
Dave Berg  .................................................................................................... Lead Pastor 
Jack Friedli .................................................................................. Pastoral Assistant 
Cynthia McLaren......................................... Education & Music Director 
Janet Youngers ................................................................................ Youth Director 
Mike Thilges .......................................................................... Office Administrator 
Vicky Mulvihill ................................................................Volunteer Coordinator 
Ellen Herder, Roger Harty .............................................................Custodians 
 

Messenger Newsletter  ....... deadline: Mondays by 4:30pm 
 

Mike Thilges .................. gscsecretary@goodshepherdchurch.net 

Web site  ................................................ www.goodshepherdchurch.net 

Paul Willemssen, Admin ......................... (willemssen@charter.net) 

+ For all congregations in the Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod, including: 

July 6ð St. Paul Lutheran in Waterville, Mabel First 

Lutheran in Mabel, Six Mile Grove Lutheran in Lyle, 
Moscow Lutheran in Oakland, San Mateo Lutheran in 
Colombia (partnered with Moscow, Oakland), Neemampipiti 
Lutheran in Tanzania. 

July 13ð Mount Olive Lutheran Rochester, Kijota Lutheran 

in Tanzania (partnered with Mount Olive), Good Shepherd 
Lutheran in Wells, Kinambeu Lutheran in Tanzania 
(partnered with Good Shepherd, Wells), Minneola Lutheran 
in Goodhue, Redeemer Lutheran in Good Thunder. 

July 20ð North Blue Earth Lutheran in Bricelyn, St. Luke 

Lutheran in Goodhue, St. Peter Lutheran in Otisco, Our 
Savior Lutheran in Spring Valley, ,Nuru Itaja Lutheran in 
Tanzania, Gumanga Lutheran in Tanzania. 

July 27ð St. John Lutheran in Elkton, Oakland Lutheran in 

Oakland, San Mateo Lutheran in Colombia (partnered with 
Oakland), St. Paul Lutheran in Red Wing, Trinity Lutheran 
in Blooming Prairie, Munguli Mission Area in Tanzania. 

+ For all members of Good Shepherd Church, including: 
Tom & Kim Bertram (Eric, Jacob), Lynne Billing (Jonathan), 
Mark Billing, John & Tammera Bird (Erica), Brian & Jo 
Boettcher (Kelly, Dan), Steve & Kammi Books (Oliver, 
Emma), Brenda Booth & Ray Tuinstra, Conrad & Betty 
Brekke, Gerry & Dawn Brossart (Garrett, Lexa), Jeff & 
Jackie Brown (Jacob, Abby), Troy & Sarah Brown 
(Bennett), Kent & Becky Bruinsma (Tyler, Aaron, Eric). 

Prayers  

Contact Information  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  

 

1 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

9:30am Stay & Play 

 

2 

7:00pm Remix 

3 

7:00am Bible Study 

 

4 

Office Closed  

 

5 

8:00am Faith in Motion 

5:30pm Worship 

6 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

 

Pentecost 8 

Zech. 9:9-12; Ps. 145; 

Rom. 7:15-25a; Matthew 

11:16-19, 25-30 

7 

10:30am Staff 

8 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

9:30am Stay & Play 

9 

1:30pm Helping Hands 

6:30pm College Age 

Ministry 

7:00pm RemixñSwing 

Night at the Blue Moon 

Ballroom 

10 

7:00am Bible Study 

11 

 

12 

8:00am Faith in Motion 

5:30pm Worship 

13 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

 

Pentecost 9 

Isa. 55:10-13; Ps. 65; 

Rom. 8:1-11; Matthew 

13:1-9, 18-23 

14 

10:30am Staff 

7:00pm Committee Night 

15 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

9:30am Stay & Play 

16 

11:30am Widowõs Lunch 

at Old Country Buffet 

5:30pm Family Night 

VBS 

7:00pm Remix 

 

17 

7:00am Bible Study 

18 19 

8:00am Faith in Motion 

9:00am Quilters 

5:30pm Worship 

20 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

10:00amñYouth Trip to 

Twins Game 

Pentecost 10 

Isa. 44:6-8; Ps. 86; Rom. 

8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-

30, 36-43 

21 

10:30am Staff 

22 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

9:30am Stay & Play 

23 

7:00pm Remix 

24 

7:00am Bible Study 

25 26 

8:00am Faith in Motion 

5:30pm Worship 

27 

8am Outdoor Worship 

9:30am Worship 

 

Pentecost 11 

1 Kings 3:5-12; Ps. 119; 

Rom. 8:26-39; Matthew 

13:31-33, 44-52 

28 

10:30am Staff 

7:00pm Council Meeting 

29 

7:30am Menõs Coffee 

9:30am Stay & Play 

30 

7:00pm Remix 

31 

7:00am Bible Study 
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To all the wonderful members and staff of  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
The entire Ellsworth Family, Sonia, Duane (Dewey), Jonathan, and Stephanie, 
want to say a BIG "Thank you" to all of you for all the support and help you 
have bestowed upon us over the past many months.  Specifically, thank you to all 
the clean-up crew that Ellen Herder brought to our home in April.  Thank you to 
Robin Ohashi, Jen Woodford, and Jacky Brown for taking the kids shopping for 
summer clothes.  Thank you to all the members that have helped with Sonia's 
flower gardens.  Thank you to Paula Freitag for helping our kids (and helping 
them clean their rooms).  Finally, thank you to Gaylene Ryan and Pastor Dave 
for nominating Sonia for the Healing Water's project through Rochester Women's 
Magazine.  Sonia was selected to receive a water fountain this summer!  Because 
there have been so many blessings, we hope we didn't miss anyone and 
apologize if we did. 

Recently, we all went on a vacation cruise (another blessing).  While in Honduras 
we purchased a mahogany cross a local craftsman made.  It is in the shape of 
the name "Jesus."  We give it to the church as a token of our appreciation for all 
you have done for us. 

So many members of GSLC have provided us with financial, emotional, and 
spiritual support during Sonia's cancer re-occurrences.  During this challenging 
time you have brought joy and comfort into our lives and we thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts.  God Bless you all.       -The Ellsworth's 

HELP is NEEDED! 
Summer goes quickly and soon we will be planning for fall programs at Good 
Shepherd.  We are in need of several adults who would be willing to work 
together in teams to teach Sunday School classes.  Some help is still needed in 
most of our grade levels.  Please check the display board in the Narthex or give 
Cynthia a call to learn more about how you can help. (289-1748)  Thanks!! 

Beginning this fall, we will be using AKALOO, a web-based curriculum.  Teachers 
will be able to access lesson plans on their computers and customize their lessons 
for the children in their class. 

AKALOO is a Greek word that means òto followó.  In Matthew 4:19, Jesus 
extends the invitation to his disciples to òfollow me and I will make you fishers of 
people.ó Jesusõ Great Commission is the basis for the AKALOO curriculum as Bible 
stories for Sunday School classes and resources for faith formation in the home 
will all center on this theme.  Watch for more signs as we move through the 
summer months! 

MILESTONE MINISTRY 
On June 1, GSC youth graduating from H.S. were recognized at worship and 
were presented with a blanket containing a prayer pocket and book of prayers.  
This is another piece of our Milestone Ministry program and a way of 
acknowledging an important step in the faith journey of these young people.  
Many thanks to Rita Howe for designing and making the blankets!! 

Would you like to become a part of the Milestone Ministry team?  We are 
looking for individuals who would be interested in working together to continue 
this important ministry.  Please contact Pastor Dave, Cynthia McLaren or Rita 
Howe for more detailed information.  

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
As of the publication of this newsletter, 
the call committee is continuing to 
interview candidates to be the second 
pastor at Good Shepherd.  Please 
keep the call committee and Good 
Shepherd Church in prayer as we seek 
to faithfully do ministry in our 
community and beyond. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
During the week of June 16-20, 40 
children and many wonderful helpers 
spent a great week together learning 
more about òGodõs Big Backyardó.  
We heard stories from the Bible and 
learned of ways we can serve family, 
friends, neighbors and the community. 

It takes the effort of many volunteers 
to plan and carry out the activities for 
Vacation Bible School.  Many thanks to 
Beth Krolak, Cheryl Larson, Melissa 
Lamb, Jackie Thompson, Tammera 
Bird, Randy Sutter, Jen LaMaster, 
Joann Holt-Angerman and youth 
helpers, Andrew Herder, Sydnee 
Lindquist, Caroline Steege, Abby 
Brown, Megan Hansen and Nick Hart 
for their help in making the week go 
smoothly!  

Be sure to check out Page 2 of this 
newsletter for pictures from VBS week 
at Good Shepherd. 

COME AND PLAY IN GODõS 
BIG BACKYARD 

On Wednesday July 16 and again 
on Wednesday, August 20, 
everyone has the opportunity to 
experience our VBS theme!  Come to 

one or both evenings as together we 
continue to explore ways to serve.   
All ages are invited to join us from 

5:30-7:30 p.m. on these evenings as 
we eat, play and work together to 
learn more about serving others.  

Hot dogs, chips, beverage and 
desert will be provided.  Please 
bring a salad to share, a blanket 

and a favorite indoor/outdoor game 
(if you have one.) See you there!!  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  Rochester, Minnesota  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

TWINS GAME ñ JULY 20TH  

On Sunday, July 20th, weõll head to 
Minneapolis to catch a Twins game. We will 
leave the church parking lot at 10 AM. 

Cost: $20 
Deadline to Sign-Up: July 13th 

VALLEY FAIR ñ AUGUST 16TH 

On Saturday, August 16th, weõll be 
spending the day at Valley Fair! We 

will be leaving church at 9 AM and 
returning around 11 PM. 

Cost: $50 
Deadline to Sign-Up: August 9th 

 

THE AMAZING RACE 

Iõm really not going to say too much about this one because the 
surprise is half the fun! We will start at 3:00 PM on Friday, 
August 22nd at the church. If youõve ever seen the TV show, then 

you get the idea. Youõll be on teams driving around Rochester 
and doing some crazy fun stuff. Then weõll eat pizza :) 

 

LIFELIGHT MUSIC FESTIVAL  
(August 29th ð September 1st) 

LifeLight is a Christian music festival in Sioux Falls, SD. We will 
head over early on Friday, August 29th. Music starts at noon 
and weõll have to set up our campsite before the concerts. We 
will camp out Friday, Saturday, and Sunday night and come 

home on Monday morning. 

Cost: $60 
Deadline to Sign-Up: August 1st 

High School Youth -  
REMIX 
Who is REMIX? 

Remix is Good Shepherdõs high 

school youth group. 
What is REMIX? 

Renewing Every Mind In (À) 

Christ. 
When and where is REMIX? 

Itõs on Wednesday nights from 7 

to 9 pm in the youth room. We 
will be meeting throughout the 

summer and weõd love to see 

you! 
Why come to REMIX? 

We learn more about our faith 

through games, discussions, 
activities, devotions, and the 

Bible. Oh, and we for sure have 

a lot of fun doing it! 
 

òDo not conform any longer to 

the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able 

to test and approve what Godõs 
will is - his good, pleasing, and 

perfect will.ó - Romans 12:2 

A note from Janeté 

The bulletin board outside the 

youth room has been updated! 

Check it out for upcoming events. 
Also, be sure to join the REMIX 

group on Facebook to get 

updated through there. Besides 
REMIX on Wednesday nights, we 

have all sorts of fun things 

happening. I hope to see you 
there! I am in the office Monday 

through Thursday afternoons 

from 12:30 to 3:30. Stop in 
anytime to say òhi!ó 
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http://www.sportslogos.net/logo.php?id=1190
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It is absolutely clear that God has called 

you to a free life. Just make sure that you 

don't use this freedom as an excuse to do 

whatever you want to do and destroy your 

freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve 

one another in love; that's how freedom 

grows. For everything we know about God's 

Word is summed up in a single sentence: 

Love others as you love yourself.  

That's an act of true freedom.  

 ī Galatians 5:13 -14 (The Message) 
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